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May 31,2016

The Honorable Kenneth A. Bingham
Chairman, House Ethics Committee
Post Office Box 11867
Columbia, South Carolin a 2921 I

HAND-DELIVERED

Dear Chairman Bingham:

An opinion is respectfully requested on a matter of interest to me in my service as Chairman of the House Legislative
Oversight Committee. The Executive Subcommittee has initiated a study of the South Carolina Retirement System
Investment Commission, and there are allegations that both I and Charles Appleby, a committee staffer, would have a
conflict of interest in continuing to be involved with this particular study.

The House Legislative Oversight Committee recently conducted an online public survey during the month of May.
Comments were solicited about a group of agencies under study, including the South Carolina Retirement System
Investment Commission. Over 1,000 comments were received, and two of the anonymous comments give rise to this
request for an ethics opinion. Listed below are the two comments; also, they will be posted online like all others as a part of
the survey results.

May 19,2016

Charles Appleby was a lawyer working for Collins and Lacy. Reynolds Wiltiams (a
commissioner on the SC Retirement Investment Commission), hired Collins and Lacy
Charles Appleby is a Legislative Oversight committee staffer on the subcommittee for
the Investment Commission. This is a direct conflict of interest.

Representative Newton's wife has m immediate family member who is a law partner with
Reynolds Williams (a commissioner of the SC Retirement Investment Commission.
Representative Newton is on the subcommittee reviewing the Investment Õmmission.
This is a direct conflict of interest.M,ay 19,2016
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Notably, neither I nor my wife have an immediate family member, as defined by state law, which practice law with
Mr. Reynold Williams. However, my wife's uncle and cousin as well as Mr. Williams are members of Willcox, Buyck, &
Williams, P.4., a law firm in Florence, South Carolina.

The Executive Subcommittee is in the early stages of its study of the South Carolina Retirement System Investment
Commission. An introductory meeting was held with the agency about the process on March 7,2016, and we are now in the
process of obtaining standard information pertaining to the agency, such as soliciting public input in an online survey.

Out of an abundance of caution, I respectfully request an ethics advisory opinion on any potential issues raised by these two
comments received in the public survey. Until doubt is removed as to the existence of any potential conflict of interest, I
intend to recuse myself from the study of the agency and ask a different committee staffer to liaise with the South Ca¡olina
Retirement System Investment Commission. Time is of the essence as the study of this particular agency is anticipated to
being in earnest in August, and a clarification of these matters before such time would be appreciated, if possible. Thank
you for your consideration ofthis request.

Sincerely,

Wm. Weston J. Newton

Signature Redacted
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June 8,2016

The Honorable Kenneth A. Bingham
Chairman, House Ethics Committee
Post Office Box I 1867
Columbia, South Carolina 2921 I

HAND-DELIVERED

Dear Chairman Bingham

On May 3l , 2016, I requested an ethics opinion on a matter of interest to me in my service as Chairman of the House
Legislative Oversight Committee. Specifically, the opinion related to the Executive Subcommittee's study of the South
Carolina Retirement System Investment Commission and two anonymous comments that were received on May 19,2016,
as a part of an online survey about a set of agencies in the early stages of study, including the Retirement System Investment
Commission, conducted during the month of May.

It has now come to my attention that two, almost verbatim, anonymous comments were received on the same date by the
Committee in a different manner. These comments were received by the Committee as a part of an ongoing opportunity, on
the Committee's website, for the public to share comments about any of the sixty-five agencies the Committee has identified
it will study. These comments reference a potential conflict of interest with the Executive Subcommittee's study of the
Treasurer's Office. Listed below are the comments received relating to the study of the Treasurer's Office; these comments
will be posted online in accordance with the Committee's standard practices. Additionally, I have included the almost
verbatim comments received relating to the study of the Retirement System Investment Commission in italics for ease of
comparison.

May 19,2016
(Study of Treasurer's Office - Comment)

Representative Newton's wife has an immediate family member who is a law partner with
Reynolds Williams (a commissioner on the SC Retirement Investment Commission).
Representative Newton is on the subcommittee for the State Treasurer's Office. This is a

direct confl ict of interest.

May 19, 2016
(Sndy of South Carolino Retirement
Syslem Investment Commission -
Comment)

Representdtive Nevton's wife has an immediate family member who is a lavt partner with
Reynolds I'ltilliams (a commissioner on the SC Retirement Investment Commission.

Representdtive Newton is on the subcommittee reviewing lhe Investment Commission. This is
a direct conflict of interest.



Chairman Bingham
Page Two

May 19,2016
(Study of Treasurer's Office - Comment)

Charles Appleby was a lawyer working for Collins and Lacy. Reynolds Williams (a

commissioner for the SC Retirement Investment Commission), hired Collins and Lacy.
Charles Appleby is now a Legislative Oversight staffer on the subcommittee for the State

Treasurer's Offìce. This is a direct conflict of interest.
Mcry 19, 2016
(S tudy ol South C aro lina Retire me nt
System Investment Commission -
Comment)

Charles Appleby was a lawyer workingfor Collins and Lacy. Reynolds lltilliams (a

commissioner on the SC Retirement Investment Commission), hired Collins and Lacy.

Charles Appleby is a Legislative Oversight Committee staffet on the subcommittee for the

Investment Commission. This is a direct conflict of interest.

Out of an abundance of caution, I again respectfully request an ethics opinion on any potential issues raised by these

comments. Until doubt is removed as to the existence of any potential conflict of interest, I intend to recuse myself from the
study of these two agencies and have asked a different committee staffer to liaise with the agencies. Time is of the essence

as the study of the Treasurer's Office is currently in progress, and the study of the South Carolina Retirement System
Investment Commission is anticipated to begin in earnest in August. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Wm. Weston J. Newton

Signature Redacted
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